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Museums Routes in Italy 2022 
 
Road routes connecting the museums and similar institutions surveyed by the Istat 2022 survey 
form the museum routes here presented. Statistical information on cultural and tourism sites from 
official statistics or institutional sources enrich the routes  

The adopted methodology was already tested on the data of the survey on Museums and similar 
institutions 2015 and 2018, and disseminated in the form of experimental statistics. A GIS procedure 
connects, the 107 starting museums, chosen as structures with the largest number of visitors in 
each Province/ UTS, to all other museums within a 30-minute drive. The road stretches through a 
set of municipal territories in which are located, in addition to other typical places of culture such 
as libraries and theaters, villages, protected natural areas, UNESCO sites. These territories are also 
characterized from the point of view of the tourists who visit them and the population that lives 
there, all potential users of museums and their natural and cultural heritage.  

The proposed update also confirms that the routes are very different from each other: some are 
particularly rich in museums and other types of cultural assets, some concentrate in a single center, 
others are spread over many kilometers in the territory, beyond the boundaries of the 
Provinces/UTS and the reference regions. In some cases the paths overlap, in others they are 
isolated. Local public administrators, decision-makers, cultural, tourism entrepreneurs, and 
economic operators will find this integrated geographical vision a useful support for their work. 

For each route, an attached summary card presents a number of indicators on the context, the type 
of museum and the tourist vocation of the route. In the technical note, there are useful information 
to read the attached cards. Annexes include a printing of the map of each route, including cultural 
and natural facilities on the territory. Routes are also downloadable as a geographical interchange 
file (shape file). 

Results 

This is the second update of the statistic on Museum Routes, the update follows that of the survey 
on Museums and similar institutions that happens every 3 years. The total number of route is not 
changed since the number of Province is the same as in 2018. 

It is necessary to remember that in the time interval between the updates, the country faced the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which left its mark on many aspects of daily life and did not spare even the 
life of museums. Some museums were unable to reopen, while others reorganized during the 
closure, entered into agreements with other museums or institutions, rationalizing their 
exhibitions. Furthermore, the variation in the number of museums in the itineraries can also be 
attributed to the improvement of the survey's data and the closures for routine maintenance of 
some museum institutions. In 2022, the itineraries include 56 more museums, while fluctuations 
of length and museum number included are significant within them. It is also worth noting that 
changes in road infrastructure can affect the itineraries even in the absence of other variations, 
precisely because they are based on a 30-minute car journey; in fact, it seems that there has been 



2  

an enhancement of the road infrastructure during the intervening period. Overall, the 2022 
itineraries are quite similar to those of 2018 based on the pre-Covid situation, although the 
differences are greater than one would expect in a normal update. 

Table 1 shows the 107 itineraries ordered by the number of visitors and provides some information 
on the population, area, number of museums, and arrivals at tourist facilities in the underlying 
territory of the itinerary.  

The analysis conducted by integrating various statistical sources shows that the routes with the 
highest number of tourist arrivals do not necessarily have the highest number of museum visitors, 
and vice versa. On the other hand, the data also show cases of itineraries where, despite a high 
number of tourist arrivals, there are few visitors to museum institutions. 
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Methodology 

The Survey on museums and similar institutions is carried out within the framework of the 
"Memorandum of Understanding for the development of the integrated information system on 
cultural institutions and places", between Istat, the Ministry of Culture, Regions, and Autonomous 
Provinces, approved on 08.03.2023 by the State-Regions Conference, and in collaboration with the 
CEI - National Office for Ecclesiastical Cultural Heritage and Worship Buildings, which provided data 
on institutions of ecclesiastical entities collected annually as part of their institutional activities. 
From 2018 to 2023, the survey is conducted annually thanks to the agreement between Istat and 
the Managing Authority of the PON "Governance and Institutional Capacity 2014-2020", related to 
the implementation of the Project "Territorial and sectoral statistical information for cohesion 
policies 2014-2020" with Istat and the Department for Cohesion Policies (DPCoe) of the Presidency 
of the Council of Ministers and the Agency for Territorial Cohesion (ACT) as proposing entities. 

The survey, conducted on a census basis, was carried out through the completion of an online 
questionnaire by the managers of each unit listed in the starting registry. It involved all public, state, 
non-state, and private institutions of various types and sizes that were open to the public in the 
year 2022. The results obtained provide an updated and detailed description of all museums, 
archaeological areas, monuments, and monumental complexes present in Italy and open with 
regulated and organized modes of access. 

The survey delves into various themes. In addition to describing the structural characteristics of 
museum institutions, the types of preserved and exhibited assets, the legal nature and forms of 
management, the census also captures the access and visitation methods, the extent of owned 
assets, the employed personnel, financial resources and expenses incurred, visitor support, cultural 
activities, and services offered to the public. A specific module also allows for a deeper exploration 
of the inclusivity level of the facilities by investigating the types of structural and functional 
interventions adopted to accommodate visitors with disabilities, both motor and cognitive. 

All results of the survey are published on Istat web site. The main figures are: in 2022, the Italian 
heritage can be quantified as consisting of 4,416 institutions spread throughout the national 
territory, capable of mobilizing a total of almost 108 million visitors. More than one in four Italian 
municipalities (27%) offer at least one structure, with approximately 2 museums per 100 square 
kilometers, and one museum for every 13,000 inhabitants. 

Of the total number of museums surveyed, the majority consists of museums and collections of 
works and artifacts (3,392 in total): among these, the majority exhibit art collections (23.2%) and 
archaeological artifacts (15.9%), are thematic museums (13.1%), or display ethnographic and 
anthropological items of interest (13.4%). Monuments and monumental complexes (726 in total) 
consist of almost a third churches and religious buildings converted into museums (32.6%), fortified 
structures such as castles and towers (25.9%), or historical and artistic villas and palaces (22.5%). 
There is a significant presence of archaeological areas and parks throughout the territory (298 in 
total). 

The "Survey on Museums and Similar Institutions" allowed, for the first time in 2015, to geolocate 
the objects identified through the control and standardization of addresses and the assignment 
of a pair of geographical coordinates to the museum's access point. The processes of geocoding 
and georeferencing have evolved in subsequent editions of the survey, and in parallel with the 
refinement of the registry, the knowledge of the location of the cultural objects surveyed has 
improved. 
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The references to the territory assigned to each structure include: 

- The standardized address, possibly identified by the National Address Register. This process is 
assisted by commercial software (Egon owned by Ware Place srl) for recognition and 
normalization. 
- The grid mesh of the regular European grid provided by EUROSTAT, defined in the reference 
system (EPSG: 3035) ETRS89/LAEA and transformed into WGS84/UTM32N. 
- The coordinates of the access corresponding to the address in the WGS84 reference system 
projected in UTM32N. The georeferencing process, initiated during the 2016 survey, currently 
involves attributing coordinates to a point inside the perimeter of the museum. Some coordinates 
are automatically assigned during the normalization process, while missing coordinates are 
located on a map by an operator using recognition on orthophoto, Open Street Map, or Google 
Maps. In subsequent survey occasions, it was possible to verify and validate all automatic 
placements. 
- The census section of the 2021 Provisional Territorial Bases in which the museum falls. 
 
Georeferencing (assigning a pair of coordinates) and geocoding (assigning a reference whose 
geographic position is known, such as the municipality, address, etc.) allow for immediate 
comparison with territorial information from other sources at various levels of detail. 

For each province, starting from the geographical coordinates of the most attractive museum in 
terms of annual number of visitors (main museum), all itineraries connecting it to other museums 
within a maximum driving time of 30 minutes have been defined, even in the presence of 
temporary traffic limitations (e.g., restricted traffic zones scheduled for specific time slots in some 
urban centers). Driving time is the best measure to define proximity or distance between locations 
as it takes into account various geographical features such as mountains, passes, rivers to cross, 
and lakes to circumnavigate, which simple kilometric distance cannot accurately represent. The 
road graph used to define the itineraries is based on the Tom-Tom road network in the 2023 
version within the Network Analyst tool of ArcMap. This process allows for a representation of 
routes that align with the territorial reality regardless of administrative boundaries. 

The choice of the starting point for the itineraries is a proposal to address the pressing question 
of how to decongest the most popular tourist destinations and the emergency of overtourism in 
many cities, in favor of a more sustainable and local tourism, through the redistribution of visitors 
and tourists to lesser-known but equally culturally interesting sites. 

The methodology selected also allows for designing routes from any other point, using different 
means of transportation, over different distances. For example, it would be possible to design 
cycling routes around a farmhouse, walking routes starting from a parking lot, or train routes 
starting from airports or ports, as well as from the most popular tourist destinations, just to 
mention a few possibilities. 

The routes are analyzed and characterized for their spatial aspects using GIS tools (e.g., the 
number of museums reachable, proximity to parks and natural areas). The geographies obtained 
are characterized by integrating the survey data on Museums with those available on an area 
basis at the minimum level of the municipality's location: libraries (Istat, Public reading libraries 
in Italy), theaters (revised SIAE data and georeferenced Istat), UNESCO sites (UNESCO), "Borgo" 
municipalities (The most beautiful villages in Italy, Orange flags of the Touring Club, and 
"Authentic Villages of Italy"), protected natural areas (MASE National Geoportal), tourism (Istat, 
Movement of clients in accommodation facilities), demography (Istat, Movement and calculation 
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of annual resident population). All the sources used provide georeferenced information, or at 
least geocoded at the municipal level. 

In total, the 107 museum routes produced starting from the most visited museum in each Province 
are composed of a set of short routes, each connecting the main museum to every museum 
reachable within a 30-minute drive, which are then grouped together to form a route starting from 
a main museum. There are 2711 museum institutions located in the total number of itineraries, 889 
of which are reached by more than one route as illustrated in Figure 2. The routes pass through 
2,537 municipalities, which represent the geographical unit of analysis for the statistics presented 
in the attached sheets (Figure 1). 

Figure 1 – Museum routes in 2022: geography 

 

Figure 2 – An example of partially superimposed routes 
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Each identified route is described by the characteristics of the museums visited, the presence or 
absence of libraries, theaters, parks, villages, UNESCO sites, and the potential user base (resident 
population and tourist arrivals). If we have the opportunity to use precise spatial information to 
characterize each of the itineraries (for example, the exact location of the museum, park, etc.), the 
same applies to the 107 routes, where data and indicators referring to the municipalities underlying 
them are used: 

• Tourism (Istat, Movement of customers in accommodation facilities); 
• Demography (Istat, Movement and calculation of annual resident population); 
• UNESCO sites (Unesco); 
• Villages (The most beautiful villages in Italy, Orange Flag villages, Authentic Villages of Italy); 
• Protected natural areas (Geoportal MASE https://gn.mase.gov.it/portale/home). 

Table 2 shows some information on the routes identified. There are 107 museum routes, 
corresponding to the 107 most visited museums in each province, from which it is possible to visit 
2711 museums (61.4% of all Italian museums) through a network of itineraries within 30 minutes 
by car. Table 2 also shows a strong polarization in terms of visitors. In fact, the routes identified 
concentrate about one third of visitors (29.4%) in the 107 most visited museums and 88.9% in all 
the museums on the itineraries. The museums not reached by the routes are, instead, 1705, for a 
basin of little more than 12 million visitors, 11.1% of all the visitors of the Italian museums. 

Each route has an average of 36 museums, but with extreme variability: from 1 to 136 institutes. 
This depends on several factors, including the cultural-historical identity, which is very varied in 
the country, the road networks and the morphology of the different territories. The latter 
influences the extension of the routes that can be made in 30 minutes by car and therefore the 
number of museums: The road network will be more developed and easier to use than those in 
mountainous areas. 

 

Table 3 provides information on the types of museums included in the routes: among the most 
visited 52.3% are museums, 33.6% monuments or monumental complexes and 14% areas or 
archaeological parks, in line with national averages. 

Tabella 2 - Musei ed istituti similari inseriti nei percorsi museali

anno 2022 (valori assoluti e percentuali)

Numero % Numero %

Musei inseriti nei percorsi 2.711   61,4 95.883.756      88,9

Musei più visitati nei percorsi 107     2,4 31.722.309     29,4

Altri musei inseriti nei percorsi 2.604  59,0 64.161.447     59,5

Musei non inseriti nei percorsi 1.705   38,6 12.016.196      11,1

Totale musei aperti Italia 4.416   100,0 107.899.952    100,0

Fonte: Elaborazione su dati Istat, "Indagine sui musei e gli istituti similari", anno 2022.

Musei
Musei e istituti similari Visitatori

https://gn.mase.gov.it/portale/home
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The legal form (table 4) does not seem to be characteristic for museums included in museum routes 
compared with those that are not part of them. The total number of institutions in the selected 
routes shows characteristics in line with national values, with 62.9% of public museums and 37.1% 
private ones. This correspondence, however, disappears when you look at the 107 most visited 
museums of the routes. The majority of public museums are included in the routes, with peaks of 
over 70% among the most visited museums. 

 

In 2022 all routes insist on at least one protected natural area while 81.3% cross municipalities 
that have in their territory one or more "villages" and 62.2% common with UNESCO World 
Heritage sites (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). 51.4% of the 
routes have all three characteristics (Table 5). 

Tabella 3 - Musei ed istituti similari inseriti nei percorsi museali per tipologia principale

anno 2022 (valori assoluti e percentuali)

Musei

Museo, galleria 

e/o raccolta

Area o parco 

archeologico

Monumento o 

complesso 

monumentale

Totale
Museo, galleria 

e/o raccolta

Area o parco 

archeologico

Monumento o 

complesso 

monumentale

Totale

Musei inseriti nei percorsi 2.118               155                   438                   2.711         78,1                  5,7                    16,2                  100,0         

Musei più visitati nei percorsi 56                    15                    36                     107            52,3                  14,0                  33,6                  100,0         

Altri musei inseriti nei percorsi 2.062               140                  402                  2.604         79,2                  5,4                    15,4                  100,0         

Musei non inseriti nei percorsi 1.274               143                   288                  1.705         74,7                  8,4                    16,9                  100,0         

Totale musei aperti Italia 3.392               298                   726                   4.416         76,8                  6,7                    16,4                  100,0         

Fonte: Elaborazione su dati Istat, "Indagine sui musei e gli istituti similari", anno 2022.

Numero Percentuale

Tabella 4 - Musei ed istituti similari inseriti nei percorsi museali per forma giuridica del soggetto titolare

anno 2022 (valori assoluti e percentuali)

Pubblico Privato Totale Pubblico Privato Totale

Musei inseriti nei percorsi 1.706      1.005      2.711      62,9        37,1        100,0      

Musei più visitati nei percorsi 72           35           107        67,3       32,7       100,0     

Altri musei inseriti nei percorsi 1.634     970        2.604     62,7       37,3       100,0     

Musei non inseriti nei percorsi 1.164      541         1.705      68,3        31,7        100,0      

Totale musei aperti Italia 2.870      1.546      4.416      65,0        35,0        100,0      

Fonte: Elaborazione su dati Istat, "Indagine sui musei e gli istituti similari", anno 2022.

Musei
Numero Percentuale
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The research group includes: Marina Bertollini, Alessandro Caramis, Alessandra Federici, Roberta 
Panaccione, M. Rosaria Prisco e Silvia Talice. 

anno 2022 (valori assoluti e percentuali)

Percorsi museali Numero
% sul totale 

dei percorsi

Percorsi con aree naturali protette 107 100,0

Percorsi con comuni "Borgo" 87 81,3

Percorsi con siti Unesco 67 62,6

Percorsi con aree verdi, comuni "Borgo" e siti Unesco 55 51,4

Tabella 5 - Percorsi museali che attraversano aree naturali protette, comuni "Borgo" e/o siti UNESCO

Fonte: Elaborazione su dati Anci, Touring Club Italiano, “Borghi Autentici d’Italia", Ministero dell'Ambiente, UNESCO.
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